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Honey bee scientists affirm their need for colony loss network. 

 This weekend, over 80 of the world’s leading honey bee scientists met in Kiev, Ukraine, 

and took the colony loss network COLOSS, originally an EU COST action that ended last year, 

and turned it into a new non-profit association. 

 The aims of the new association are to: “improve the well-being of bees at a global level, with a 

primary focus on the western honey bee Apis mellifera. The ultimate goal of the Association is to sustainably 

mitigate bee population declines and sudden losses by pursuing a number of objectives: a. advocating for 

bees and their well-being, especially to government legislators and administrators; b. coordinating 

international research, including the development of standard research methods; c. disseminating 

knowledge and training related to improving the well-being of bees; and d. promoting youth development 

and gender balance among those studying, or those actively involved in promoting, the well-being of bees”. 

 Since its original foundation in 2008, COLOSS has significantly improved our understanding of the 

causes of honey bee colony losses, through the organisation of conferences, workshops, and short term 

scientific missions, and the coordination of research efforts. The collection of standardised data on the losses 

experienced by beekeepers, and a coordinated experiment studying the influence of genotype and 

environment on the survival of honey bee populations have been particular highlights. Most recently, 

COLOSS has published the first two volumes of the BEEBOOK which for the first time gives bee scientists and 

beekeepers some 1700 standardised research protocols written by 234 authors, enabling the results of 

research to be comparable across the world.   

 The new COLOSS Executive Committee has 15 members who are all leading bee scientists, actively 

involved in research, representing Austria, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Slovenia, Switzerland, 

Thailand, Turkey, UK, and the USA.    

 Speaking today at the 43rd International Apicultural Congress  “Apimondia”, also held in Kiev, newly 

elected COLOSS President Prof. Peter Neumann said: “The COLOSS Network engendered an unprecedented 

degree of collaboration between more than 300 bee scientists from 63 countries worldwide, and was simply 

too valuable to lose. The new association means that we can continue to collect standardised data on colony 

losses, to share ideas and the latest thinking, in order to drive forward our understanding of the causes of bee 

losses and how best to help bees”.   

[Ends] 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS:- 

 
1. COLOSS is a network formerly funded by the European Union COST Programme (Action FA0803) and 

currently by the Ricola Foundation – Nature & Culture, which aims to explain and prevent massive honey 

bee colony losses. The network does not directly support science, but aims to coordinate international 

research activities across Europe and worldwide, promoting cooperative approaches and a research 

programme with a strong focus on the transfer of science into beekeeping practice. COLOSS has more 

than 300 members drawn from 63 countries worldwide.  Its President is Prof. Peter Neumann of the 

University of Bern, Switzerland. Website http://www.coloss.org/ 

2. The COLOSS BEEBOOK - Volumes 1 and 2 are available online at:- 

http://www.ibra.org.uk/articles/The-COLOSS-BEEBOOK 

3. The COLOSS BEEBOOK - Volumes 1 and 2 are available as hard copies from:- 

http://ibrastore.org.uk/index.php?

main_page=advanced_search_result&search_in_description=1&keyword=beebook 

4. The COLOSS BEEBOOK Volume I: Standard Methods for Apis mellifera Research.  

Edited by Vincent Dietemann, James D Ellis, Peter Neumann. ISBN-10: 0-86098-274-2  

ISBN-13: 978-0-86098-274-6 RRP £60 + postage and packing. The COLOSS BEEBOOK Volume II: Standard 

Methods for Apis mellifera Pest and Pathogen Research. Edited by Vincent Dietemann, James D Ellis, 

Peter Neumann. ISBN-10: 0-86098-275-0 ISBN-13: 978-0-86098-275-3 RRP £50 + postage and packing. 

Both published 1 September 2013 by and available from: The International Bee Research Association,  

6, Centre Court, Main Avenue, Treforest, CF37 5YR, UK.   

For trade enquires please contact Sarah Jones: jonessl@ibra.org.uk 

5. The COLOSS BEEBOOK Volume III: Standard Methods for Apis mellifera Hive Products Research. In 

preparation for publication in 2015. 
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